British Education

of the rate-supported Board Schools. But the great problem at this
time was how to satisfy the growing demand for education above the
elementary stage. The old Endowed Grammar Schools were few
and far between, and unsuited to supply the new demand. But when
the London School Board and a few others began to provide some-
thing more than elementary education they were stopped by a legal
decision that they had no power to do so.

2. THE PRESENT POSITION

The foregoing reference to the past* has been necessary in order to
show the significance of the Education Act of 1902. This Act remains
the corner-stone of the State system of education in England and
Wales. Its essential points were as follows :

(1)  It abolished the School Boards and made the County Councils
and the Councils of County Boroughs (i.e. Boroughs with a popula-
tion of more than 50,000) the Local Education Authorities (known
as LJB,A.s).

(2)  It gave the LJB.A.S power to supply or assist education other
than Elementary (*.<?. Secondary and Technical Schools),

(3)  It rescued the Voluntary (nearly all Church) Schools from their
financial troubles by requiring the LJB.A.s to finance them in return
for the control of the instruction (other than religious) given in them*
The Managers of the Voluntary Schools remained responsible for the
provision and upkeep of the school buildings.   Elementary education
thus became a single system, except in so far as religious instruction
was concerned.

All the above enactments remain part of the Education Law of
England and Wales today, and appear in the Act of 1921,* which
codified the previous Education Acts, including the important Act of
1918 which required the L.E.A.S to prepare schemes for the general
development of education in their areas. Finally the Act of 1936
raised the school leaving age from 14 to 15 with effect from ist
September, 1939. But owing to the outbreak of war on September 3,
1939, this enactment has not come into force and children may still

1  For further details see Adamson, A Short History of Education (Cambridge
University Press), and for fuller treatment of the whole subject see Tk Educa**
tional System of England and PFak^Ward (Cambridge University Press),
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